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eNewsletter from  www.sriramanamaharshi.org  

 Om Namo Bhagavathe Sri Ramanaya  

Saranagathi 

Dear Devotees,   

With Sri Bhagavanõs Grace we are pleased to 

publish this  eNewsletter from Sri 

Ramanasramamõs website. The purpose is to 

bring together devotees  of Sri Bhagavan from 

across the  world.  

Saranagathi , a monthly eNewsletter, is being 

developed to help devotees share their 

experiences, about satsangh, meetings and other 

events that are held within various centers of 

Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi  around the world .  

It is  proposed to have one feature article for each 

issue. The feat ure article would focus on events 

that happened during t he years between 1879 

and 1950 as captured in popular books like Talks 
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with Sri Raman a Maharshi, Letters from Sri 

Ramanasramam and others, which are available for 

download from the ashram website.  

Our earnest request, to all devotees, satsangh 

groups and centers is to share with us their events, 

stories and experiences. Please email them to 

saranagathi@sriramanamaharshi.org  

Ever Truly In Sri Bhagavan,  

President  

Sri Ramanansramam.  

Tiruvannamalai, India.  
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Grace 
If towards the Lord you take one single step,  

then with much more than a motherõs love 

He takes nine steps towards you to accept you.  

Such is Guruõs Grace. 
                                                                                                 

                                                                                      -  Garland of Guruõs Sayings by Sri Muruganar                                                                             

mailto:saranagathi@sriramanamaharshi.org
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Sri Niranjanananda Swami  

An extract from Timeless in Time  -  Sri Ramana 

Maharshi  -  A Biography  by A.R.Natarajan  

An Extract from ôLetter s from Sri Ramanasramam õ 
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path and that they should not under any 

circumstances be requested for  financial support. 

Hence Niranjanananda Swami  had to complete the 

task little by little, with great patience and 

exceptional single - min dedness. He went to Burma 

to get the best teakwood and to other places to 

procure quality materials. The services of an 

outstanding sthapati (authority on temple 

architecture) Vaidyanatha Sthapati were engaged 

to be in charge of the construction. It was a labour 

of love to one who had given birth to the world 

teacher.  

It is also to his credit that the house in which 

Ramana was born in Tiruchuzhi and the house at 

which he became an enlightened one in Madurai 

were acquired through his efforts. In one sense h is 

most important service was to ensure that the 

ashram extended hospitality and solicitude to the 

devotees and the visitors. He would take care that 

they were well fed. Another important aspect was 

his keenness to ensure that the works of Ramana 

be availa ble at affordable prices. ôThe Collected 

Works of Ramanaõ in Tamil, ôWho am I?õ, in many 

languages, the first biography of Ramana, ôSat 

Darsanamõ, ôMaharshiõs Gospelõ, were all brought 

out by him. As a result the ashram became an 

active centre for spreadin g Ramanaõs teachings. 

What marked him out was his total surrender to 

Ramana whom he regarded as the Supreme One. 

He had renounced family life and hitched his life to 

Ramana even while he was at Skandasramam. The 

old devotees were unanimous in affirming tha t he 

regarded his job as an assignment given to him by 

From 1929 to the beginning of 1953, the 

mana gement of Sri Ramanasramam was headed 

by Niranjanananda Swami. He was the younger 

brother of Ramana. This by itself perhaps would 

have been sufficient for reverential obeisance to 

him. During this period there was phenomenal 

growth of the ashram. When he t ook over, there 

were only two huts and Ramanaõs hall. Gradually 

various buildings including the dining hall which 

is the biggest in structure, came up. The 

pinnacle of his achievement was the construction 

of Matrubhuteswara temple, the grand edifice 

over Mother Azhagammalõs samadhi. The 

construction, which began on September 1, 

1931, took nearly ten years to complete. For 

Ramana had imposed a strict injunction against 

raising of any funds in his name or that of the 

ashram. Ramanaõs position was that devotees 

came to him for solace and counsel on the inner 

The Aradhana of Sri Niranjanananda Swami, Sri Bhagavanõs brother and former Sarvadhikari of Sri 

Ramanasramam, was celebrated at his samadhi on January 22 nd , 2008 with special abhishekam and puja. 

The following article presents a brief sketch of his life, service and devotion to Sri Bhagavan and his many 

contributions to Sri Ramanasramam.  
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A day prior  to his Mahasamadhi, on January 28, 

1953, he called his successor T.N.Venkataraman, 

his family and ashram devotees and said, 

òEverything belongs to Bhagavan and should be 

guarded with care and vigilance. Devote yourself 

heart and soul to the service of the Lord and in 

return he will shower his grace on you. Be sincere 

and truthful to the core of your being.ó 

His samadhi is located in the ashram directly 

opposite the Matrubhu teswara temple in line with 

the sanctum - sanctorum.  

 

Ramana to be execute d in an attitude of surrender. 

òAbove all his absolute dedication to Bhagavan and 

his unwavering faith were his mainstay and 

support ó. 

It is said that he was excessively strict parti cularly 

in enforcing the rule that in exchange for free food 

the inmates should do service to the ashram, be it 

in the office,  kitchen, garden or elsewhere. He was 

so firm on this that it is said on one occasion 

Ramana had to humorously intercede on behalf  of 

ôSama Thathaõ by referring to the pension  rules of 

the government.  

Sri Vidya Havan   

 

                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

On January 30 th , 2008 Sri Vidya Havan was performed at Sri Ramanasramam in Tiruvannamalai. This 

annual havan commemorates the  commencement of the worship of the Sri Chakra Meru consecrated by 

the touch of Sri Bhagavan.  

 

 

  

A report from Sri Ramanasramam.  
 


